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First Annual Lafayette Cello Bash Sings

40 cellists perform under the direction of esteemed Bonnie Hampton.

Up to 40 cellists mesmerized
nearly 100 audience mem-
bers June 7 at Lafayette’s Plaza
Park during the first annual
Lafayette Cello Bash, organized
by Dawn Foster-Dodson. From
Baroque to Jazz, the many facets
of this deep and complex instru-
ment resonated throughout the
park.

Cello bashes used to be more
commonplace. The Berkeley
Cello Club began holding cello
bashes in the Bay Area during
the 1960s, with Foster-Dodson’s
teacher, Milly Rosner, offering
the public concerts in churches
and halls. “There is a solidarity
among cellists,” says Foster-
Dodson, who directs the
Lafayette Cello Academy. For
this first Lafayette event, she in-
vited a wide range of cellists to
join, from her young students to
professional musicians, includ-
ing Rebecca Roudman, founder
of the “Dirty Cello” band.

The afternoon was still
scorching hot and spectators
crowded the edges of the plaza
to find shade, but as the sun
began to set, people slowly mi-
grated to the center of the grass.
The cellists installed a floor to
set their chairs and instruments
on, and the sound system pro-
jected the sound nicely.

The program started with
Roudman and her guitarist part-
ner taking the audience by sur-
prise with a rarely seen use of
the cello. Roudman standing,
her cello raised by a tailored
pedestal, started playing and
singing Cajun, folk and blue-
grass music with an exciting en-
ergy and astonishing virtuosity.

The tempo shifted when Fos-
ter-Dodson introduced the first
quintet comprised of her young
students who played

Tchaikovsky, followed by a very
gifted sextet of high school stu-
dents who played Telemann,
Bach and Bartok cello arrange-
ments. Baroque music mar-
velously suits the cello. The
bass lines characteristic of
Baroque music are often written
for the cello, and the instrument
has enough range to create the
multiple voices of a piece.

The group had the opportu-
nity to rehearse at Stanley Mid-
dle School, Foster-Dodson said,
and she was pleased to be able to
involve current and past students
in this event, most who have
never experienced this before.

When a sextet of adult play-
ers started playing the cello
arrangement of Bach’s Cantata
BWYV 147 (Herz und Mund und
Tat und Leben), the sound of the
sacred music enraptured the
crowd, the passing cars and little
kids happily running around
seemingly forgotten.

During the second portion of
the evening, the 40 cellists
played together under the direc-
tion of Esteemed Bonnie Hamp-
ton. Hampton was a prodigy
cellist who became a teacher,
player and conductor. She has
been on the faculties of Stanford
University, UC Berkeley, the
San Francisco Conservatory, and
since 2003 at the Juilliard School
in New York. She plays all over
the world. “We cellists love our
instruments and we love each
other,” said Hampton. The sec-
ond portion of the program fa-
vored Baroque music, but also
gave tribute to Bizet's Habanera,
the introductory music to the
Star Wars movie series.

“Dawn (Foster-Dodson) was
a student of mine and I’ve seen
her grow,” said Hampton. “What
she is doing here is supporting
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Fresh, delicious and healthy with no added fat,
butter or commercial sauces. /
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Beet Salad:  fresh mint, tomato, golden raisins,
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Treat your DAD

To A Father's Day Cruise
On The Presidential Yacht USS Potomac
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Departs from Jack London Square at Noon, returning at 3pm.
Includes;
The cruise, a hearty box lunch, selected wines, coffee, tea
and bottled water

TICKETS

Adults $85 ~ Samiors $80 ~ Groups 20+ ~ §80
Children 2-12 ~ $60

Raservations and Information —
www.ticketweb.com or call 310-627-1215.

Www.uespotomac.org

Ask about our Summer Sizzle Special, which includes $500 towards moving costs.*

Saturday, June 20 ¢ 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Merrill Gardens at Lafayette welcomes you to enjoy a fun afternoon in our public courtyard!
Enjoy live music, ice cream social, games for all ages and tours of our new community.
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MERRILL GARDENS

LAFAYETTE

CALL
TODAY!

(925) 272-0074
1010 Second Street
Lafayette, CA 94549
merrillgardens.com

Lic #079200358
*Ask for details.
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